INSTRUMENTS OF GOVERNMENT
The Electoral Law by which the Parliament (the powers of
which had given the drafters of the Organic Law great concern)
was to be brought into being, had early occupied the attention
of British and 'Iraqi officials.
The draft law, as presented and passed by the Constituent
Assembly,1 provided for an indirect system of election in
accordance with the Turkish model on which both it and the
Constituent Assembly Election Regulations2 had been based.
Deputies, in accordance with Article 36 of the Constitution,
were to be elected in the proportion of one to every 20,000
primary voters who, among other qualifications (Article 33),
were to be every male 'Iraqi, 21 years of age, paying taxes to
the Government. Additional deputies, representing the
Christians and the Jews, were also to be elected in the Liwds
of Mosul, Baghdad and Basra, in the following numbers:
Mosul Liwd	2 Christians, i Jew.
Baghdad Liwd       i Christian,   2 Jews.
Basra Liwd	i Christian,   i Jew.3
Primary electors, inscribed in registers by the electoral
authorities of their electoral districts, into which the country
had been divided, were to elect by secret ballot (Chapter I)
the secondary electors in proportion of one to every 250 primary
voters (Article 7). The secondary electors, assembling at the
headquarters of their district, were to elect the deputies who,
in addition to the qualifications enumerated in Articles 30 and
42 of the Constitution, had to reside within the electoral circle
for which they were elected (Article 8).* To provide for by-
elections, the secondary electors were to retain their office from
one election until the next, and were to reconvene whenever
called upon to elect a new deputy (Article 42).
1	Infra, Ch xxi   Text: Compilation* 1924, pp. 45-51-
2	Compilation, 1923, pp. 34-42> 47, 83, 157.
3	Article 6.
4	First circle- Liwas of Mosul, KirkQk, Sulaimaniya and 'Arbll. Second circle:
Lizoas of Baghdad, Diyala, Dulaim, Hilla, Karbala, Kut and Diwaniya. Third
circle: Liwds of Muntanq, £Amara and Basra.
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